SNAPSHOT OF AMERICA: \WHAT 00 WE THN, BY AGE?

Policy Preference Difference and Age

Agree not enough being spent Agree marijuana Agree homosexuals should
Age to protect the environment* should be made legal* have the right to marry*

18-30 71%

Believe there should be

Support
action on climate change**

affirmative action

31-50 65%

9

51-64 64%

29%

65+ 50%

On Some Policies, Age Does Not Matter Much

By law a woman should always

be able to obtain an abortion. Gun control laws should be more strict.
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Age

Age
BEHIND THE NUMBERS

As the graphs show, on a number of issues, younger people are more liberal than their elders.
But on others, age groups split about the same. What is it about each of these issues, or

different age groups' experiences, that might account for why age does or does not make a
difference?

Source: Calculated by authors from *Cumulative Social Survey (2008, 2010, 2012); **Cooperative Congressional Survey, 2012.




